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fighting against him, and that I was almost slain by one of
liis chassepots. It is notorious; and though, as a matter
of taste, I have not obtruded the fact in the society in
which I have been recently living, I have never attempted
to conceal it, and have not the slightest doubt that It must
be as familiar to every member of that society as to your
Eminence.'

* I know there are two narratives of your relations with
the battle  of Men tana,'   observed  the   Cardinal  quietly.
< The one accepted as authentic is that which appears in
this journal;  the other account, which can only be traced
fco yourself, bears no doubt a somewhat different character;
but considering that it is in the highest degree improbable,
and that there is not a tittle of confirmatory or collateral
evidence to extenuate its absolute unlikelihood, I hardly
think  you are justified  in  using,  with reference to the
statement in this article, the harsh expression which I am
persuaded, on reflection, you will feel   you   have  hastily
used.'

41 think/ said Lothair with a kindling eye and a burning
cheek, ' that 1 am the best judge of what I did at Men-
tana/

* Well,  well,' said the  Cardinal with  dulcet cahnnesB,
*you   naturally  think  so;   but you  must  remember you
have been very ill, my dear young friend, and labouring
under much excitement.    If I were you, and I speak as
your friend, I hope your best one, I would not dwell too
much on this fancy of yours about the battle of Montana.
1 would myself always deal tenderly with a fixed idea:
harsh attempts to terminate hallucination are seldom suc-
cessful.    Nevertheless, in the case of a  public event,  a
matter of fact, if a man finds that he is of one opinion and
all orders of society of another, he should not be encouraged
fco dwell  on  a   perverted  view;   he should   be gradually
weaned from it,1